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ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 


The eleventh annual meeting of the Association, held in New York City August 30th and 3lst, was 
divided into two portions. The first part was held at the Hotel Statler, where the APA convention was in 
progress, and consisted of a Symposium on Guilt and Guilt Feelings, jointly sponsored by the Clinical Di- 
vision of the APA and by our own Association. The four panelists were evenly divided between constituent 
members of the ACPA and APA members who do not belong to our Association. Chairman of this session 
was Dr. Raymond J. McCall, of Marquette University. The Symposium was held in one of the larger meeting 
rooms, and an over-flow crowd of close to a thousand people turned out to hear the symposium, This first 
venture of the Association in terms of a joint meeting with an APA Division was a gratifying success, sug- 
gesting that similar efforts should be made in the future. 


. The second portion of the meeting was held the following afternoon, August 3lst, at Xavier High 
School, 30 West 16th Street. The session began with a luncheon attended by about 115 persons. The princi- 
pal feature of the meeting which followed and which was attended by between 200 and 300 persons was a panel 
discussion on Psychological Assessment in Religious Vocation. The Chairman of this discussion was Rev. 

| Paul F. D'Arcy, M.M., of the Maryknoll Seminary at Glen Ellyn, Illinois. The meeting concluded with a 

. stirring address by the outgoing president, Msgr. Timothy J. Gannon, bearing.the title: The Many Faces of 
Emotion. The new president, who assumed office at the conclusion of the business meeting, is Dr. Magda 
-B. Arnold, of Loyola University, Chicago. The ACPA is much in debt to Sister Mary Amatora, O.S.F., of 
‘St. Francis College, Fort Wayne, Indiana, whose tireless efforts as chairman of the Program Committee 

. made possible this history-making tenth anniversary meeting of the Association, 


The papers in both Symposia were of an order worthy of wider dissemination, as was the presidential 
address. The Board of Directors voted to make these papers available to the membership in a published 
volume, much as was done last year. Because the two Symposia deal with diverse topics, and since the 
presidential address will also be included, the projected volume will bear the title of Proceedings, or some- 
thing similar. More details on the ee aaa of this volume will be furnished in subsequent issues of the 
. NEWSLETTER. 
The Board of Directors met twice in New York. The first meeting was an all-day session on Thursday, 
August 29th, the day prior to the opening of the APA convention. The second meeting was on Saturday after- 
‘noon, immediately following the general ACPA meeting, The following points, drawn from the Association 
| meeting and from the two meetings of the Board of Directors, are presented as being of general interest. 


Outcome of Elections..... 


Brother John Egan, of Iona College, acting for the chairman of the Committee on Elections, reported 
that 242 constituent members, or 53% of those eligible to do so, had returned election ballots. On the basis 
of the preferential count as provided in the Constitutions, the following persons were declared elected to 
| office: 
| President-elect Dr. Salvatore G. DiMichael 
Board of Directors Sr, Annette Walters, C.S.Jd. 
Dr. James J. Cribbin 
Per se, there was only one vacancy to be filled at this time on the Board of Directors. It had been 
foreseen, however, that a second vacancy might occur were Dr. DiMichael the successful candidate for the 
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ACPA NEWSLETTER office of president-elect, as proved to be the case, 
Provision had been made for this circumstance on the — 

_ election ballot which specified that, in this event, the © 
nominee securing the second highest number of points iz 
the preferential count for the Board of Directors would 
fill the unexpired term thus created. Consequently, Sr, 
Annette was declared elected to a full three yefr term, 
and Dr. Cribbin to a one year term to complete the un- 
expired term of Dr. DiMichael. 


Bimonthly publication of the American 
Catholic Psychological Association 


Editor: Rev. William C. Bier, S.J. 
Fordham University 
New York 58, N.Y. 


Book Review Editor: 
Dr. M. Irene Wightwick 
College of New Rochelle 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 


The Constitution provides that the elected members 
of the Board of Directors serve as the chairmen of the 
four standing committees of the Association, the two re 
maining members of each Committee being appointed by 
the Board of Directors upon nomination by the respectiv 
chairmen, The Board determined that Sr. Amatara 
should continue as chairman of the Committeeon Progra 
and Dr. Hunter as chairman of the Committee on Elections. Of the two new Board members, Sr. Annette be 
comes chairman of the Committee on Membership, and Dr. Cribbin head of the Committee on Publicity. Th« 
two remaining members of each Committee will be announced in a subsequent issue of the NEWSLETTER, 


Subscription price for non-members: 
$1.00 
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INFLUENCE OF RELIGION ON PERSONALITY PATTERNS 


Mother M. Elaine, M.C.S.A. 


he growing body of psychological literature re- 
to women living in religious communities con- 

ntly reports deviant profiles on standard per- 
lity tests. The investigation here reported at- 
xts to investigate some of the factors respon- 
2 for such deviations. Antecedent analysis sug- 
ed the following as the most important causa- 
factors: (1) training in the religious life; (2) 
sonality characteristics typifying those attracted 
ie religious life; (3) general Catholic back- 
ind, 


in order to determine the influence of the above- 
tioned factors, the following five groups were 
ied: (1) 150 junior professed belonging to 17 
ve religious institutes primarily devoted to 
hing; (2) 150 novices from the same religious 
itutes; (3) 150 candidates within three months 
1eir entrance into the same institutes; (4) 150 
1olic students attending eight different colleges 
women; (5) 150 Protestant students attending 
‘different Protestant schools for women. The 
lidates had in all cases been accepted by the 
gious institutes in question, but had not yet 
red, 


The experimental design permits evaluation of 
influence of religion on personality patterns in 
following way: 


significant differences in personality test 
scores between the group of candidates and the 
wo groups of religious women respectively 
reveal the influence of training in the religious 
life. 

significant differences in personality profiles 
setween candidates to the religious life and 
Catholic college students indicate the influence 
of personality characteristics typifying these 
attracted to the religious life. 

Significant differences in personality patterns 
between Catholic and Protestant students re- 
yeal the influence of a general Catholic back- 
ground, 

t 

o insure homogeneity of the groups as far as 
ble on all variables except the influence of 
on on personality patterns, all subjects were 


required to be unmarried members of the white race; 
both the subjects and their parents had to be native- 
born Americans; they were to be Catholics from 
birth, except of course, the Protestant subjects; and 
finally they had to be college-level students. The 
groups were further equated as closely as possible 
for socio-ecaqnomic status as determined by pater- 
nal occupation. An effort was also made to keep 
constant for all five groups the proportion of sub- 
jects drawn from rural and urban areas. The in- 
fluence of chronological age could not be controlled 
experimentally, but it was controlled statistically 
by means of the analysis of covariance technique. 


Personality patterns were studied by three dif- 
ferent kinds of tests. The questionnaire approach 
was represented by Bier's Modified Version of the 
Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory 
(MMPI); the semi-projective approach by a sen- 
tence completion test (SCT) devised for the present 
investigation; and the non-verbal approach by the 
Draw-a-Person Test (DAP), which was evaluated 
on the basis of a specially devised checklist. 


MMPI test results confirmed the fact that the 
profiles for all five groups deviated from the norms 
established for the general population. Moreover, 
the five groups obtained MMPI profiies which the 
literature would lead one to expect for female col- 
lege students, with the highest peaks occurring on 
the Pd and Ma scales, followed by the psychotic 
and neurotic triads in that order, and with a dip on 
the Mf scale, It was also found that the test pro- 
files for the five groups on all three instruments 
followed a similar pattern, though the magnitude of 
deviations on specific scales differed among the 
various groups. The similarity of test profiles for 
all groups was attributed to four factors common 


| to all subjects included in the research, namely, 


college education, unmarried status, better than 
average socio-economic level, and uncertainty with 
respect to the attainment of individually selected 
life goals. 


The personality trends producing the similarity 
of profiles noted above were, nevertheless, ex~ 
pressed in varying degrees by the several groups, 
thus leaving room for inter-group differences within 


the same basic personality profile. The influence of 


training in the religious life was evaluated by the com- j 


parison between the candidates and the two groups of 
religious women, novices and junior professed, res- 
pectively. Statistical analysis of the data indicated 
that in both instances the groups differed significant- 
ly on the K scale, the neurotic triad and the Mf 
scale; the SCT subscales concerned with evalu- 
ation of the self, attitude toward authority, and feel- 
ings of self-confidence; and four of the five DAP 
categories. The two religious groups secured more 
deviant scores than the candidates on the MMPI and 
SCT variables. This directional trend was reversed 
with the DAP. Ina subsidiary analysis, it was 
shown that the DAP was an instrument of doubtful 
applicability with groups in the religious life, by 
reason of the drawing skill predominant in these 
groups. 


In interpreting the psychologically less favorable 
scores obtained by religious women, it must be 
recognized that the religious life calls for a complete 

dedication to the service of God and for a continual 
striving toward evangelical perfection. Such a way 
of life is considerably different from that of the gen- 
eral population which serves as a point of reference 
in personality evaluation. Moreover the habit of 
self-reflection and self-criticism with a readiness 
to acknowledge and even magnify personal limita- 
tions is unquestionably reflected in responses to the 
MMPI and SCT, which are instruments calling for 
considerable amounts of introspection and self- 
evaluation. 


Novices secured the most deviant scores among 
the groups employed. These scores may reflect 
the particular situation in which these subjects are 
placed, namely, one of probation and adjustment to 
a new way of life, in which regularity and submis- 
sion rather than independence and enterprise are 
stressed. The less deviant scores obtained by the 
junior professed may be attributed to the fact that 
,adjustment to the demands of a new mode of life 
has largely been achieved, and partly to the great- 
er security which they enjoy with the conclusion of 
the period of formal probation and the granting of 
temporary vows. 


The influence of typical personality character- 
istics in those attracted to the religious life was 
revealed by the comparison of candidates and Ca- 
tholic college students. Statistical analysis of 
the data indicated that candidates obtained sig- 
nificantly higher scores on five MMPI scales, 


namely, D, Hy, Pa, Pt, andSc; on those SCT — 
subscales concerned with attitudes toward parent 
the past, and people in general, and with the ex 
pression of psychological insecurity; and finally 

the DAP categories related to contact with the — 
outer world and evidence of perfectionistic tende! 
cies, These deviations might indicate basic per- 
sonality trends which are reinforced by psychol- 
ogical tension due to the prospect of imminent — 
separation from familiar surroundings and embr: 
ing a new and largely unknown way of life. In or 
der to account for genuine personality character- 
istics apart from the transitory strain due to the 
situational factor just mentioned, a group of Ca- 
tholic college students who planned to enter the 


‘convent but had not yet made definite arrangemer 


with a specific religious community was compart 
with a group of actual candidates. This group, 
equally with the candidate group, showed perfec— 
tionistic and introversive tendencies, so that the; 
tendencies may be thought of as characterizing — 
from a psychological point of view those attracter 
to the religious life, 

The design of the research provided that diffe 
ences between Catholic and Protestant students — 
would disclose the influence of a general Catholic 
background. The results of this inter-group com: 
parison indicated that the Catholic and Protestant 
students differed but little in personality charac- 
teristics assessed by the battery of tests used in 
this investigation. 


An important contribution of the present re- 
search was the demonstration of the similarity of 
personality profiles of religious women with thos 
college-educated women in general, When looke 
separately, it might be seen that the deviant pro 
secured by groups in the religious life are indica 
of poorer psychological adjustment. The finding: 
this study indicated, however, that those profile 
followed the same basic trend as those of other 
college-level groups. Consequently, there woul 
seem to be fundamentally no more reason for in- 
terpreting the personality profiles of religious 
women as indicative of poorer psychological ad- 
justment than there would be for so interpreting 
those of college samples in general, 


Reference: Sandra, Mother M. Elaine. Identi- 
fication with the Catholic religion as related to 
selected personality indices. Unpublished doc 
tor's dissertation. Fordham University, 1957. 
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Budget for 1958 ..... 


The following budget, proposed by the Board of Directors, was submitted to the members present at 
the business meeting and accepted by them, thus fixing $3.00 as the amount of Association dues for 1958: 


Estimated receipts 
Dues from 600 members at $3.00 each ........... 


Oral estimated receipts 3s jae sidisieis Sav c'cew yes 


Estimated expenses 
NEWSLETTER: 


NEWSLETTER Subscriptions eeeeveeeeoeeeeereeveeeeeeeseeveeeee eee eeeeeeee 
Sale of volume on Perception and 1957 Proceedings .........ccccecccees 


of ites vs SLENOLOO 


Printing e@eeeeseseeeeeseeeeeeeeeeoeeeneseeeeeee $425.00 


Se eerie ce ule aig bra iclince oe's pmo &1e.0 me\a-aie's 
RII TC UN  or a Auiasdics & siain.e © «x's ale © die) e.a/o.8 
EOE aia an Gee an wiAie"a'n.o, 9, 6a)a'0.6,0:0 <a nib. e Oe) o'eie 
OO al eae in gd Rniais aie. wa ¥is,4 cm 88, pistcistaiets 
Secretary's Office : 
SE AIST WE NS Sg a re 


Office Supplies e@eoveeeeeseeoeoeereeeeeeees 
Postage eeeseseeeeeeseeeeeeseaeeeeeee seven 
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Publication of Proceedings of 1957 meeting: 
EIS a as fin to 
ic 3 are ee 
Expenses of 1958 meeting, including 
meeting of the Board of Directors ........se00. 


eeereeeeeeeeeeaeresee eee 


Total estimated expenses .. 


New members..... 


Following the recommendation of the Committee on Membership, the Board of Directors at their meet- 


600. 00 
200.00 
eereeeeseeen eeeeeeosesn Seba ixis 2S260000 
75.00 
10.00 
100. 00 
eeeeseeseses eservesesne 610.00 
350. 00 
100.00 
100 . 00 
ereeseeeoeseseeeeeee08 550.00 
100.00 
500. 00 
100.00 
eeereeeseeseeeere ee eeae 700. 00 
eeeee eoeeseseeoeesese. 100, 00 ; 
e@eeeereesesr eeseeee eeereeseseeseeoeeens $1970.00 


ing on August 29th elected the following persons to membership in the Association: 


Constituent Members 


Bachus, John A. 

Ballmann, Christine 

Byrne, John F., Ph.D. 

Carney, Melvin E. 

Ceres, Alfonse J. 

Colarelli, Nick J. 

Colwell, James M. 

Crittenden, Norma 

Crowley, Francis J., Ph.D. 

D'Amico, Angelo M, 

Dickson, Frank H. 

Flynn, James J., Ph.D. 

Graham, Leo F. 

Harmon, Francis L., Ph.D. 

Herbstritt, Richard L. 
Johnson, JohnI., Jr. 
Jones, Dan H., Ph.D. 


Associate Members 


Baer, Daniel J. 

Boitano, John J. 

Bradley, Mary O. 

Bulatao, Rev. Jaime C., S.J. 
Cecchini, Br. Aloysius Raphael, F.S.C. 
Cieutat, Victor J. 

Collins, William E. 

Dignan, Sr. Mary Howard, B.V.M. 
Farmer, Anthony X. 

Flaherty, Sr. M. Rita, R.S.M. 
Gaffney, Sr, Mary Mildred, C.R.S.M. 
Hammill, Mother Damien, RSHM 
Herron, William G, 

Impellizzeri, Mrs, Irene H. 

Levee, Raymond F., Jr. 

Lombardi, Donald N. 

McCormick, Mrs. Julia K. 
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Constituent Members (Con.) 
Kolasa, Blair J., Ph.D. 
Kronenberger, Earl J. 

Muldoon, John F., Ph.D. 
O'Brien, Rev. Michael J., C.S.V. 
Philips, Rev. Harold, 0.S.B. 
Pizzat, Frank J., Ph.D. 
Pizzurro, Salvatore A. 

Powers, William T., Ph.D. 
Saelens, Elizabeth A. 

Schommer, Sr. Mary Grace, O.S.F. 


Associate Members (Con.) 
‘Minster, Elizabeth D. 

Murray, Patricia A. 

Nordberg, Robert B., Ed. D. 
Oros, John R. 

Reilly, James T. 

Riffel, Rev. Pius A., S.J. 
Schuetzinger, Caroline E, 

Shine, Rev. Daniel J., S.J. 
Thinnes, Sr. Mary Francis, C.S.J. 
Urschalitz, Sr. M. Odelia, I,H.M. 


Schorsch, Sr. M. Dolores, O.5.B. 
Sutter, Rev. Cyril R., C.PP.S. 
Tageson, Rev. Carroll F., O.F.M. 
Walters, George J. 

Zellner, Rev. Aubrey A., O.S.B. 
Zolik, Edwin S., Ph.D. 


There were 63 applicants for membership but only the 60 listed above, in the judgment of the Committee 
on Membership and the Board of Directors, successfully met the membership requirements. The 60 newly 
elected members bring the total membership of the Association at the present time to 595, with 487 con- 
stituent and 108 associate members, 


PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITY 


CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST: Woman, with Ph.D. degree, This position requires carrying patients in 
psychotherapy, and will develop into a department-head job, since present plans call for an expansion of the 
clinic in the near future, Current salary is $7, 200, which will probably be increased at the next meeting of 
the State Legislature. The position is covered by State Civil Service, working time is 40 hours a week, and 
the clinic itself is located in a new air-conditioned medical building. Lake County is adjacent to Cleveland, 
Contact: William P. Addison, M.D., Director, T.ake County Mental Health Clinic, 1610 Mentor Avenue, 
Painesville, Ohio. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


NEW AND ADDITIONAL POSTS FOR ACPA MEMBERS, Dr. Boleslaw A. Wysocki accepted a summer 
position as Senior Clinical Psychologist at the Polk State School, Polk, Pennsylvania, an institution for men- 
tal defectives....During the summer, Dr. Lawrence T. Dayhaw, of the University of Ottawa, was consultant 
to the Royal Canadian Air Force with reference to research on personnel standards,...Dr. Genevieve P, 
Hunter has resigned as Director of the Archdiocesan Vocational Service to become assistant professor in the 
department of educational psychology, measurements, and guidance of the graduate School of Education of 
Fordham University....Donal G. Murphy with the near completion of his doctoral studies at Teacher's 
College, Columbia, has accepted a staff post in the department of psychology of St. Vincent's Hospital, New 
*York City....Dr. Robert F. Long has resigned his position as clinical psychologist at the USPHS Hospital, 
Lexington, Kentucky, to assume the position, effective August 12th, of Acting Head of the Psychology Depart- 
ment at St. Peter State Hospital, St. Peter, Minnesota....Dr. James J. Cribbin has resigned as associate 
professor in the graduate School of Education of Fordham University to assume a teaching post at New York 
University, effective this September, ...Rev. Charles A. Weisgerber, S.J., chairman of the Department of 
Psychology at the University of Detroit assumes the additional post of acting dean of the Graduate School for 
the coming academic year.... Lawrence C. Repucci has resigned his teaching post at the University of 
Detroit to accept a fellowship at Wayne University and complete his year of residency for the doctorate.... 
Sister Mary Benedict, B.V.M., long head of the Department of Psychology at Mundelein College, Chicago, 
has been named President of Clarke College, Dubuque, Iowa....Rev. William C. Bier, S.J., of Fordham 
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University, has been appointed to the Public Information Committee of the New York State Psychological 
Association. He has also been named a member of the Fellowship Committee, established by the National 
Academy of Religion and Mental Health, to consider grants to assist theological students and clergymen of 
all faiths, who seek to become chaplains in mental hospitals. An initial grant of $10,000 has been made for 
this purpose by the Smith, Kline & French Foundation of Philadelphia. 


ACTIVITIES OF ACPA MEMBERS. Dr. Magda B. Arnold, of Loyola University, Chicago, was the organ- 
izer of a symposium on Various Theoretical Approaches to Emotion at the International Congress of Psychol- 
ogy in Brussels, July 29-31. She gave a paper at this symposium bearing the title: From Perception to 
Emotion and Action....Rev. John A. Gasson, S.J., of Spring Hill College, Alabama, has had a busy summer, 
First he taught a summer school course in Philosophical Problems in Psychology at Loyola University, 
Chicago, Then he participated in the above-mentioned International Congress in Brussels, and finally he 
hurried back to give his paper at the ACPA Symposium on Guilt and Guilt Feelings.... Both Rev. Noel 
Mailloux, O.P. and Gregory Zilboorg, M.D. delivered papers at the Seventh Catholic International Congress 
of Psychotherapy and Clinical Psychology, held in Madrid, Spain, from September 10th to 15th....James J. 
Freer, of the University of Detroit, has just completed one television series on personality, under the gener- 
al title: Who are you? In September, he is scheduled to begin another series on psychological adjustment, 
with the tentative title: Adjusting to Reality. These programs are a half hour in length, and are presented 
over Channel 56, the local educational channel....The ACPA was prominently represented in the Guidance 
Institute on Testing and Counseling in Schools, conducted at Fordham University, July 8- 19. The Director 
of the Institute was Dr. James J. Cribbin; the two workshop supervisors were Dr. Natalie T, Darcy and 
Brother Philip Harris, O.S.F.; while eight of the ten guest lecturers were ACPA members. 


BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


Dempsey, Peter J.R., O.F.M.Cap. FREUD, PSYCHOANALYSIS, CATHOLICISM, Chicago: Regnery, 
1956. Pp. x +209. $3.00. 


The eight essays in this volume, which are.only loosely integrated among themselves, pertain to one of 
the more important topics in modern psychological research, the influence of Freudian discoveries upon the 
theory of normal personality structure. Fr. Dempsey, lecturer in psychology at University College, Cork, 
Ireland, continues the current effort to disentangle the facts of depth psychology from the various forms of 
mental illness in which they appear most clearly, and to find a place for this basic material in the structural 
schema of the healthy human personality. In recent years, Fr. Joseph Nuttin and others have made valuable 
contributions to this broad field of research, for which Fr, Dempsey gives due credit. The present volume 
is more limited in scope because it is "destined primarily for Catholic students who have chosen psychology 
or psychological medicine as a career, and who must, as a result, inevitably encounter Freud and psycho- 
analysis in their training and profession. f 


For most readers the last chapter, which takes up about a quarter of the entire volume, will probably be 
the most interesting. In this section the author explains on the basis of analytical principles why tragic 
drama in the classical Aristotelian form can pour balm on the human spirit by unfolding a story of horror and 
misery, Aristotle simply attributes this surprising result to the catharsis of pity and fear but depth psychol- 
ogy helps to clarify the underlying psychological processes. Insecurity, guilt, and anxiety are the common 
lot of all men because the feeble ego feels itself menaced by an overpowering universe whose ruthless demands 
are internalized through the super-ego. Tragic drama turns personal fear into pity and eases anxiety by re- 
vealing an order in reality, lifting the spectator out of himself, and helping him to experience his oneness 
with all humanity, The normal tendencies to fear are allowed to express themselves in a therapeutic situ- 
ation, in which the poison of selfishness finds an antidote. Freud's concept of emotional abreaction and the 
more modern principles of group therapy seem to have been foreshadowed in Aristotle's notion of the cathar- 
sis of pity and fear through the dream. Tragedy is deep therapy for the super-ego, While the application of 
analytic principles to literature and to tragic drama in particular is not entirely original, Fr. Dempsey's 


Ge 
development of the subject is penetrating and convincing. 


Another principal theme in the volume may be described as a gentle psychoanalysis of Freud himself, 
Much of the material for this soul-searching is new, since it is taken from the recently discovered letters of 
Freud to his personal friend Wilhelm Fliess written during the years 1887 to 1902. Other interesting items 
are drawn from the important biography of Freud published by Ernest Jones in 1953. Freud's attitude toward 
Judaism, anti-semitism, communism and, of course, Catholicism are analysed and:documented with useful 
quotations. His nurse during early childhood was a Catholic, This woman was accepted by Freud almost as 
a mother-substitute; she regularly took the young lad to a Catholic church and had a strong influence upon him 
until she was arrested for theft. His wife's uncle, who was a convert to Catholicism, suffered greatly from 
the severe ostracism inflicted upon him afterwards by the local Jewish community, Freud's fondness for 
Rome in preference to Vienna is frequently mentioned in the Fliess letters and we learn that Freud even 
dreamed about "going to Rome." Fr. Dempsey probes the latent content of these dreams. Freud's funda- 
mental concepts of religion, however, were derived from his early indoctrination in Judaism, which he re- 
garded as a repressive system of external restraints. This personality inventory of the author of psycho- 
analysis will be valuable for all serious students of the movement, 


It would not be difficult to enumerate other important contributions contained in this book: a fine dis- 
cussion of the ideal personality, a beautiful description of the infant's realization of his own ego through the 
relationship with his mother, a keen analysis of the ambivalence of love on the basis that ego-centric love 
easily turns to hatred when the love is not reciprocated. There are two small but annoying defects. Fr. 
Dempsey does not have a definite audience in mind; his sketchy descriptions of the fundamentals of psycho- 
analysis are not adequate for beginners in psychology while they are a bit tedious for the more advanced read: 
er. Occasionally he leaves the field of psychology for a digression into philosophy and theology; undoubtedly 
this material could be integrated into the development of his thought but the author fails to bridge the gap. 
This occurs, for instance, when he attempts to explain the psychology of a voluntary act through a series of 
definitions drawn from ethics and moral theology. These are minor deficiencies, Fr. Dempsey gets below 
the surface in psychology, and his views, based on wide experience and research, carry the weight of sci- 
entific objectivity joined with the power of incisive literary expression. 


Fordham University Philip H. O'Neill, S.J. 
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Doniger, Simon (ed.) HEALING: HUMAN AND DIVINE. New York: Association Press, 1957. 
Pp. xix + 257. $3.50. R 


Throughout the ages men have sought cures in nature, from magicians and through various intermediaries 
from suprahuman agencies. In many religions, magic and religion were mixed and practitioners were both 
priests and magicians, But in the civilized world today, men consult physician or psychiatrist or/and minist- 
er or priest, The conflict between religion and psychiatry is much less abysmal today and more and more it 
is realized that there must be teamwork between the representative of religion and psychiatry. 


The delimitation of the fields of competence and cooperation between the two, minister and psychiatrist, 
is still largely a matter of debate. Ernest E. Bruder would limit the minister or priest to areas or times of 
crisis. Yet it would seem that even here there may be need for referral to a psychiatrist; and, on the other 
hand, on the positive side, there is an ampler scope for the minister or priest. The more training a priest 
or minister has in clinical psychology or psychiatry, the more of the burden he is able to assume, But here 
the real question arises: should the minister of religion identify himself with psychotherapy ordinarily? 
Certainly most priests would rightly refuse such complete identification, They were ordained to be ambas- 
sadors of Christ and administrators of the channels of grace, the sacraments, which continue the ministry of 
Christ. Urgent choice is needed here and many Protestant ministers are veering toward psychotherapy. 


It is fair to say that all the contributors of this book believe in "faith" cures. But by faith some seem to 
mean nothing more than conditionings in expectancies that might facilitate a cure naturally. Some believe in 


ie 


sacramental cure and it is curious to document this re-acceptance of the sacrament of Extreme Unction, 
though all who use the rite would use it primarily as a healing process and not as a means of ridding the soul 
of sin and its consequences, as St. James implies and the Church teaches. 


In connection with prayer of petition, most of the contributors stress the subjective side of prayer. It 
seems to be a problem to some of the writers how God can hearken to prayer without being changed, as He 
certainly is not. Another difficulty is found by these authors in the compatibility of miracle with natural law. 
A sound philosophy is requisite for theologizing. The book evidences an honest attempt to deal with the many 
problems connected with healing human and divine, though the Catholic philosopher and theologian, while 
sincerely sympathetic to the difficulties, would feel himself surer on many points. The present reviewer is 
convinced that Freud never proved the universality of psychic determinism and therefore could not accept, 
as Hiltner does, the Freudian view of man in its entirety. 


Doniger does not evidence an adequate view of the Lourdes cures, when he states (p. xviii) that most, 
if not all, cases are only investigated after the cure. It is hard to understand how Tillich could find evidence 
of magic in the prayer of Serapion after the administration of Extreme Unction and it would be difficult for 
Richardson to prove that the Church ever officially changed her doctrine that Extreme Unction is reserved 
for those in danger of death, 


- Loyola Seminary Hugh J. Bihler, S.J. 
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Mounier, Emmanuel THE CHARACTER OF MAN (Trans, by Cynthia Rowland). New York: Harper, 1956. 
Pp. x +341. $6.00. 


The Character of Man is an abridgment of the 800-page Traite du Caractere, published in 1942 by the 
late Catholic psychologist and leader in the French Personalist movement, The elimination of nearly two- 
thirds of the complete text has been managed successfully, with the retention of a surprising degree of con- 
tinuity, through a careful adherence to a set of criteria approved by Mounier's literary executors. Omis- 
sions include: Chapters 2, 3, and 4, which present an exposition of the physical background of character; 
case histories, passages directly addressed to French readers; material common to standard manuals of 
psychology; and the majority of references to the typology of Heymans, One might wish that the latter had 
been preserved, even at the expense of a substantial addition to the length of the translation. The omissions 
have been excused on the grounds that English-speaking readers would be confused with the novel terminology 
and classification of Heymans, Yet the author has chosen this characterology for the framework of his own 
character sketches, The incorporation of these recurrent elaborations would have considerably enriched an 
understanding of a typology to which Mounier attached great importance. 


What remains is an approach to the study of character (rather than characterology, as Mounier insists) 
in its psychological, metaphysical, and spiritual aspects. Appendices comprise a brief outline of the typol- 
ogy of Heymans, the table of contents of Traite du Caractere, and Mounier's incisive notes. 


Mounier is a typologist with a mission. He goes beyond mere description of the polarizations of character 
and their variants to an evaluation of their contribution to the complete man, His point of view is unmistak- 
able: he declares what it means to be a complete man -- "one in whom the sense of the spiritual is combined 
with the sense of the physical; a man who is neither an automaton nor a frail dreamer after vanished ideals, 
but complete and dramatic and a man." 


Character, Mounier emphasizes at the outset, is not determined, but results from a personally directed 
choice, and is a product of both the given and the willed. Throughout his study, he places considerable 
stress upon the moral aspect of characterology, since "an evaluating consciousness is of first importance in 
the affirmation of self."' With a grasp of vital data drawn from the vast literature on characterology, he 
describes the fundamental categories of Heymans, then skillfully sketches in the details with penetrating 
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analyses. His astonishingly lucid portraits of the emotive, the bmn and the mcrae types are indi- 
cative of a rare gift of observation. , 


The final aren "Spiritual Life Within the Limits of Character" points up his conviction that the moral 
sense is neither a negligible nor a harmful aspect of character, but rather the factor which guides its expan- 
sion into a spiritual life. Following this view, he suggests the extension of psychotherapy in the direction of 
treating personality disorders by commitments of,an ethical nature. 


New, though regrettably brief, contributions are his outlines of the development of moral consciousness 
and the religious sense in children. 


Here is a text which fills a notable gap in characterological studies. Science and intuition, as well as a 
realization of the essential contribution of the moral consciousness to the structure of character, combine to 
breathe life and balance into a study of man which has so often resulted in sterile classification and in lifeless 
mechanical models, 


Loras College Francis P, Friedl. 
Dubuque, Iowa 
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